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 The ASEAN Council on Petroleum (ASCOPE) is the association of national oil companies in the 
ASEAN region. It was established on 15 October 1975 in Jakarta, Indonesia.
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ASCOPE Objectives: “Pillars” based on 

vision
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ASCOPE Organization as approved by Council in Feb. 2017

Policy 
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ASEAN Petroleum Security Agreement 
(APSA) 
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1. ASEAN Petroleum Security Agreement (APSA) was originally signed in 1986.
- APSA 1986 was never activated as any shortfalls were managed through bilateral 

commercial arrangements with ASEAN/ASCOPE member countries.

2. A revised APSA was completed in July 2008 and signed at the 14th ASEAN Summit
in Thailand in early March 2009.

Highlights of the Changes:
• To include short, medium and long term measures in addressing security of energy

and to minimize exposure to an emergency situation.
• To include diversification to alternative fuels, supply sources, exploring for new

petroleum resources and improving market and utilization efficiency.

• Not a commitment but on voluntary and commercial basis.
3. APSA was ratified by last member states on 2013, therefore , APSA entered into

force on March 22, 2013
4. However, APSA has its own major flaws:

• No clear procedure
• Operating functions do not exist
• Voluntary basis
• Trigger point of 30% of domestic demand for 30 consecutive days is too high

Background of APSA
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Status:
• The Ministers endorsed the establishment of the Task Force on APSA/CERM

Operationalization to propose the necessary procedures, guidelines and plan of
action, and required infrastructure for the operationalization of the Coordinated
Emergency Response Measures (CERM) Mechanism under the ASEAN Petroleum
Security Agreement (APSA).

• Task Force composition:

Indonesia Philippines Thailand

Chairman APSA Task Force
(ASCOPE Secretary-In-Charge)

Secretariat

Representatives from  Ministry/ Department of  Energy
Consultant Advisor

APSA Task Force (2014-2015)
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Chairman APSA Task Force
(ASCOPE Secretary-In-Charge)

Secretariat

Representatives from  Ministry/ Department of  Energy
Consultant Advisor

APSA Task Force Structure 2016
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GOVERNING BODY

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

APSA SECRETARIAT

Report from 
ASEAN Member 
States in Distress

COORDINATING 
AGENCIES

INDUSTRY 
ADVISORY GROUP

ASCOPE Secretariat*

APSA and its shortcomings/gaps

1 Designation of Secretariat from 
ASCOPE to more appropriate 
permanent body.

2 Flexibility to response crisis
• Critical shortage: AMS 

experience a shortfall of at least 
10% of normal domestic 
requirement for a continuous 
period of at least 30 days

3 Voluntary based assistance
• Assistance rendered under 

CERM shall be on a voluntary 
and commercial basis

Ministry of Energy/ 
Representations

SOE Leaders/ 
Representations

Senior NOCs membersGovernment agency in charge of Energy
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Gaps and Shortcomings of APSA
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Gaps and Shortcomings of APSA2



 2016:

o Identification of the gaps and shortcomings of the existing APSA

o Revisions on the existing APSA to shift to more Operationalized

o Undertake the1st draft of APSA amendment

o Expert Views on Definitions of Emergency and Trigger Process under APSA/CERM

o Major Role of APSA Secretariat

o Necessary Network to External Bodies regarding Stockpiling Issues

 2017

Decision required to take steps forward:

1. Close gaps and shortcomings of APSA and set up APSA Secretariat

2. Maintain APSA without closing gaps and shortcomings, with the view that any 

supply disruptions and shortfalls can be covered by the current market 

(sufficient supply) 
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Thank you



Surachit is an international strategist
who is experienced in ASEAN energy
context. Working as an analyst in
PTT, the national oil company of
Thailand and Country Coordinator in
ASEAN Council on Petroleum,
Surachit is experienced in various
energy related projects from energy
demand research in Myanmar to
hydropower construction project in
Lao PDR
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